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TAGS: PFOR, HO, ES 

SUBJECT: EL SALVADOR/HONDURAS DISPUTE: COMMITTEE OF 
SEVEN MEETS 

REF: STATE 14392 

1. THE COMMITTEE MET FEBRUARY 1 TO DISCUSS THE RESPONSES 
FROM THE SALVADORAN AND HONDURAN GOVERNMENTS TO THE COM 
MITTEE'S CABLE OF JANUARY 21 (REF). 

2. THE HONDURAN NOTE HAS THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. HONDURAS CONTINUES READY TO NEGOTIATE, IF EL SAL- 
VADOR DEMONSTRATES CLEARLY IT IS SERIOUS ABOUT TRYING TO 
RESOLVE THE PROBLEM. 
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B. THE RESULTS OF THE MEXICO MEETING WHICH ENDED IN 
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DECEMBER SHOULD BE THE POINT OF DEPARTURE FOR FUTURE TALKS. 

C. EL SALVADOR MUST SHOW THE COMMITTEE PRECISELY ITS 
POINT OF VIEW ON DRAWING THE BOUNDARY LINE BEFORE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS CAN RESUME. 

D. HONDURAS IS PREPARED TO JOIN THE COMMITTEE IN A 
FUTURE MEETING IF IT IS AIMED AT AN OVERALL SETTLEMENT OF 
THE PROBLEM. 

3. THE MAIN POINTS OF THE SALVADORAN NOTE ARE: 

A. NEGOTIATIONS HAVE NOT ENDED, BUT ARE ONLY INTER- 
RUPTED. EL SALVADOR IS PREPARED TO CONSIDER REVISION OF 
THE ACT OF WASHINGTON. 

B. THE ACT AND THE MEXICO NEGOTIATIONS HAVE LED TO 

A GREAT OUTCRY IN EL SALVADOR. THIS FACT AND THE UPCOMING 
ELECTIONS MAKE IT DIFFICULT TO ACT WITH SERENITY NOW. 

SO ANY REVISION OF THE ACT SHOULD WAIT UNTIL APRIL. 

4. THE COMMITTEE, AT THE SUGGESTION OF CHAIRMAN SEVILLA 
SACASA AND THE US, NOTED THE IMMINENCE OF THE MEETING OF 
CENTRAL AMERICAN CHIEFS OF STATE, AND DECIDED TO TAKE NO 
FURTHER ACTION UNTIL AFTER THAT MEETING. SEVILLA SACASA 
REPORTED THAT SALVADORAN AMBASSADOR GALINDO HAD ASKED 
THAT EACH GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE 
OTHER. SEVILLA SACASA HAD THEN DISCUSSED THIS WITH 
HONDURAN AMBASSADOR GALVEZ, WHO IN TURN GOT THE APPROVAL 
OF BATRES. THE COMMITTEE THEREFORE AUTHORIZED SEVILLA 
SACASA TO MAKE THE EXCHANGE OF RESPONSES. 

5. COPIES OF NOTES ARE BEING POUCHED. KISSINGER 
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